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DOWN THE RABBIT HOLE W

Today is August 1240, 2003, sove the munchking deyl - Asianpunkboy

Asionpunkboy is o vnigue magozine and website, which its moker
describes as “filled with an infusion of gentle surfoces, dissident
eruplions, hoikus, mopped piclures, dirky illustrations, moist cum,
decadent arfificial words, love and all monners of foggy Flih*
The arlist Terence Koh creoted osionpunkboy in 2001, while
campleling his architectural sheddies in Voncouver, To this multimedic
project, Koh brought his experience s a designer af the supo-stylish
Vislonoire in Mew York ond as o londonbosed member of Zoha
Hodid's competifion design team for the new Contemporary Ars
Canter in Cincinnafi. That know-how, clong with o sly sense of humor
and o remarkoble owaorenass, has helped APE attract an
international oudience.

The mogozine asicnpunkboy is o doityourself publication in o small
edifion. |t mixes imoges and fesds stalen fram ather ortists with APB's
ewn contributions, Eoch copy is modedoorder and designed
especiclly for the collector. APBD1: the emply city issue featured the
work af 37 arfists with o different cover for each of the 200 seld.
Ayailable ot prominent art bookstores, like Art Mefropofe ond Printed
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Matter, it came with a CO soundirack, fairy dust, tears and o voriety
of cther irinkets. APB1.3 is only awailable in April. It cansists of @
cusiom-sewn Tshirt (Hones or Proda) ond other delights in @ woaoden
box porraying the owner drown by asionpunkbey. There's o versian
for bies with strings bo tickhe the genitals and another interpretation for
girls that has spacial fabric odded to stimulate the nipples. “Mo one
will know but youl” declares APB's promotional text.

The APB website [www.osionpunkboy.com] represents |he magaozine
in mation. On one hand, it locks the tactile pleasures derived from its
meteriol mote; while on the ather, it beots with o pulse that will never
ke found on poper. The site is an interaclive forum with endless
conlent in eoninuaus Rus. Mixing issues of identity with design
concepts and postic idealism_ the asionpunkboy world offers sangs,
stories, amusing sounds, slide shows with lats of boys and o few girls,
onimations of defecaling dogs ond rolaling bunnies, ond ather
ecollected placsures enst in & hot pink ambionce. Masr things are briaf,
nething is overly long. APB's muse Garrick pops up here and there,
olten pensive o ploying dead. Wicked phalos by friends like Bruce
LoBruce, Motthios Herrmann and Byon McGinley, oz well oz APB'S
defily abscure pix drift in and aut of Faerie porials
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ITH TERENCE KOH

BY PAUL LASTER

The arfist behind all of these playful deeds was born in Singopore to
Chinese porents and then moved to Torants ot age 12 when his
F’.’l:"!!ily :mrr'ig'aled o Canada, KEah rEcE vesd o rJn:gl:teE in archilechure
bram the University of ‘Waterdoo, about 100 miles west of Torente, His
educolion tock place in a coop program that ollowed him o
allemole ar-com U schaal berms with wurk Perms in ||::-h-: reelestedt 1o his
siudies. Those work terms are what breught Keh to New York and
londen, opening new doses of oppertunity for tha yeung designer.
By the time ha returned 4o graduote schoal in Vancouver, be hald o
definite odvontoge ower most of his class. 11 was in Voncouver that he
mada his first asionpunkboy book ond began to think of his culput
mare in ferms of art pr::}dl..:!i on than design

While still in Voncouver, APS received o commission from Philip
Aarans, the real estate developer, collector ond the board prasident of
Frinted Moter. In response, Koh created his most ambitious project 1o
date, o lorge mirrored coffin filled with hundreds of interlocking white
plaiglass boxes, each holding precious white objects thot were
made, assembled by, or given o the artist. Trimmed in foke while fur,
the mirrored sorcephogus doubles o5 o low lable {somewhat of o kit
on Duchamp’s idea of using a Rembrondt as on ironing board) in the
collectar's hame. Regarding Koh's work of art, dubbed “untifled [the

warld left behind...)." &arons said, “Terence originally proposed a
baok wark which weuld recard his activities each weeak for six weeks
What evalved was a brlliant meditation an the natisn of lime passed
and preserved; encopsuloted objects of personcl significance
enicmbed but occessible. As with o book [or coffin), the cowver
serves to protect and separate the heowvenly white world within fram
our reflecied views of the present. |1 also makes a nice colfee oble
for the librory.”

Al gathering the uoetodthesminue press, such a3 Vice, ¥ and Dared &
Confused, and gaining significon collectors, induding Aarens and he
Alieids Curiously Streng Callechen af the Mew Museumn, asianpunkbery
happily londed on Arfforem's Top Ten sl selecksd by arist A& Bronson
for the September 2002 issue. The medio worked like magic in bringing
APB's activities to the aention of edgy curators and dealers.
His mulfimedia waork began 1o appear in various group shows and fhe
oppariunity for a solo come quickly as Peres Project: relocoted from San
Francisco so the arthip Chung King Road in Les Angeles, With pals Brece
LaBruce and Assums Vivid Asiro Focus already in the stable, APB cpened
the new space with on enigmafic instollation called The Whole Family
Ryan MeZinloy, then the subject of o pholegraghy show of the Whitney
Museum af American Arl, assumed the rale of DI far the inaugural event

Art AsiaPacilic 67



The special ediiion cofclogue for Asionpunkboy: The Wholle Family
choweasas art by APB; cryplic texts by AA Brenson, Lorry Clark, Mathias
Herrmann, Bruce LaBruce, Ryan McGinley and Richard Prince; and a C0
of “music for the boy(s| alone in the freehouse after the snowstorm,” by
March? 1 of Circlesguare. The exhibition was o vireal symphanynwhite
o3 the entire fisor of the gollary's lower level was coverad in @ snow-white
powder and symbolic sculphores [including on owl with huge diomond
eyes, o bunny flag, a singshot, and the word "felt” in nean) were hung
upside-down on the walls, A pair of while budgies kepl waich, frealy
roaming their whitewaordd while litering i with shit. Standing aut in this
dreamy ssffing were 21 idenfical lovender likenesses of o boy, ganged
together in o conlinuous row, soch imoge pierced by o bullet, On the
ground level, o threedinchwide whole in the floor, lit by o small lamp, pre-
vided o pesphale inlo the cellar action,

& prankster ot heart, APB next found himsel! kicked off the popular
youth-arienied websie Friendsters far derwnlaading pletires of shirless
guys from the site and pesiing o slide show of his new friends on his
own website. Tilled my fovorite friends on www. friendsters. com, the
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project presents some 50 barechested muscle boys in o voriety of
omateur poses. Of course, posting ithe endeovor on the Friendster's
messoge boord was probaobly the red flog; though the naked
doppelganger represenling APB in hiz primary phr}ln on their sife
would have eventually caused his friendly demise.

Around the some time, APB celebrated o new beginning ond o demise
of anather sart with “the creafion of terence koh by asianpunkbey” on
August 21, 2003 ol 917 pm. in Myrile Park, With o developing
career o5 an arlist, Koh decided it was Hme to assume persanal
credit for his ort works ond let asianpunkboy loke core of the rest. A
month later, he was listed on the invilatisn fer “DL: The ‘Down Law’ in
Contemparory Art” of Lengwood Art Gallery in the Bronx, Mew York,
os Terence Koh (lormerly asicnpunkboy). Remaining true o his farmer
persana’s conceptual wit, Koh mode o sculprure of wo identical
Michael Jacksan figures focing off on o pedestol from Hershey
chocclata. Poefically spacking, it iokes the narelssisfic star dewn fhe
pocfie troil while celebroling the transformation, Mow that's o tough
act to follow.



