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The Obama portraits, which were unveiled at the Smithsonian’s National Portrait Gallery in 
2018.Credit...Left, Kehinde Wiley; right, Amy Sherald 

The portraits of President Barack Obama and Michelle Obama have become a 
destination for visitors to the Smithsonian’s National Portrait Gallery in 
Washington ever since they were unveiled in 2018. Next year, the acclaimed 
paintings — by the artists Kehinde Wiley and Amy Sherald — are going on the 
road with a five-city tour that the museum announced on Thursday. 
 
“The portraits are going to be shared with people who did not have the 
opportunity to see them,” Ms. Sherald said in a telephone interview, adding that 
for some, visiting the paintings has been something of a “pilgrimage.” 
In mid-May 2021, the portraits will temporarily come down from the walls of the 
Portrait Gallery, which is also publishing a book — “The Obama Portraits” — in 
partnership with Princeton University Press, to be released Feb. 11. 
 
The tour will start at the Art Institute of Chicago in June 2021 and continue 
through May 2022 with stops at the Brooklyn Museum; the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art; the High Museum of Art in Atlanta; and the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/12/arts/obama-portraitists-bonded-the-everyday-and-the-extraordinary.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/27/arts/design/kehinde-wiley-times-square-statue.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/23/arts/design/amy-sherald-michelle-obama-official-portrait.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/06/style/michelle-obama-portrait-parker.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2019/02/obama-effect-national-portrait-gallery/582457/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/01/arts/design/manet-modern-beauty-review-chicago.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/26/arts/design/brooklyn-museum-arts-of-asia.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/09/arts/design/lacma-design-peter-zumthor.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/09/arts/design/lacma-design-peter-zumthor.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/27/arts/design/high-museum-atlanta-gift.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/06/arts/design/museum-of-fine-arts-houston-installations.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/06/arts/design/museum-of-fine-arts-houston-installations.html


 

 

 
“Since the unveiling of these two portraits of the Obamas, the Portrait Gallery has 
experienced a record number of visitors, not only to view these works in person, 
but to be part of the communal experience of a particular moment in time,” Kim 
Sajet, director of the National Portrait Gallery, said in a statement. “This tour is an 
opportunity for audiences in different parts of the country to witness how 
portraiture can engage people in the beauty of dialogue and shared experience.” 
Mr. Wiley and Ms. Sherald were the first African-American artists to have been 
selected for the National Portrait Gallery’s official portraits of a president or first 
lady. 
 
 
 
 


